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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the patent application filed February 27, 2004 . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are U8. 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) 13 All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result In ABANDONMENT of this application. 

THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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Paper No./Mall Date . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding independent claim 1 : The prior art of record neither shows nor suggests a 
slider connector unit having a connector and being shifted by pushing of a recording medium, in 
combination with a slider connector lock unit part. 

Regarding independent claim 2: The prior art of record neither shows nor suggests a 
recording medium loaded by inserting the recording medium toward a loading position under a 
status where the terminal is connected to a connector of the recording medium apparatus, in 
combination with a lock part operating based on a common dimension part. 

Regarding independent claim 5: The prior art of record neither shows nor suggests a 
connector connectable to a terminal of a recording medium, in combination with an operation 
stop part, when a portion opposite to an insertion direction of the recording medium reaches a 
predefined position regardless of a length of the recording medium with respect to the insertion 
direction, stopping an operation of a recording medium load part. 

Regarding independent claim 6: The prior art of record neither shows nor suggests a 
connector connectable to a terminal of a recording medium, in combination with an operation 
stop part detecting a common dimension part of the recording medium and stopping an operation 
of the recording medium load part. 

Any comments considered necessai y by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for 



Allowance.” 




Application/Control Number: 10/789,495 
Art Unit: 2627 



Page 3 



2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Adachi et al (US Pat. No. 5495586) show a computer system comprising insertable media 
5 and 6 with terminals 5 and 10 (see especially Figs. 2-3 B). 

Darden et al (US Pat. No. Re34369) show lockable sliding cartridge 40 comprising 
connectors 74 and 88. 

Hanson (US Pat. No. 5122914) shows a disk drive system (see Fig. 8) comprising 
connector 1 16 and disk drive unit 11-1 with connector pins 167. 

Geist et al (US Pat. No. 5077722) show a disk drive insertion and removal interlock 
comprising connector pins 62 and connector sockets 64. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (FN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




i 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Julie Anne Watko whose telephone number is (571) 272-7597. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 1PM to 10PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 

supervisor, Dwayne D. Bost can be reached on (571) 272-7023. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Julie Anne Watko, J.D. 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 

September 16, 2006 
JAW 





